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Hi folks, retail is not the best place to be this winter for many businesses in town. Not only has it been cold, wet and windy with few people around,
the surf’s been patchy with on-shore winds and low swells interspersed with a few crisp clean offshore days and nice waves. The massive swell a week ago
changed the pattern, attracting crowds to watch the few experienced surfers tackle Bells. We’ll be leaving all this behind on August 1 st to take a winter
break for warmer times. The Gallery re-opens on September 5th. In this newsletter I’ve put together some special images for you to enjoy.

Torquay Architecture
I’m glad I put aside some time to photograph
what’s left of Torquay’s historic architecture. I
used black and white film to capture the
essence of the period. Two lovely classic
buildings on The Esplanade - ‘Torbay’ and the
corner of Gilbert Street GONE!

Torbay, 77 The Esplanade was a rare art deco
building. Now demolished for re-development.

37 The Esplanade was a classic weatherboard
Californian bungalow, demolished for shops and
apartments. Pity, it could have been turned
into a nice boutique or café. That’s what
they’ve done in Ocean Springs, Mississippi after
hurricane Katrina devastated the region. The
shops and cafés are a delight to visit.

Taylor Park gates stand by themselves now, a
tribute to the visionaries who gave us the park.

Bells on the Beach
The Victorian Titles in February 1967 were held
at Bells Beach. It was an important time in my
portfolio. The surf was poor and with little else
to do, I wandered the carpark and beach and
took some ‘people’ photographs. We have
scanned most of them to preserve ‘a day at
Bells’.

Ian Walding, Peter Troy, Rod Brooks, Simon
Buttonshaw checking the surf. It looks rather
ordinary!

Unknown beach girl, probably a mum and
grand-mum now. Wonder what sort of life
she’s had?

The crowd with two of our surfing friends at the
time in the foreground. Where are all the
people today and can they remember this day?

Our Garden
I like to play around my little 3.2mpx Olympus
camera. In past issues I’ve discussed how you
can get good photographs by following the
basics of composition. Well here are three that
explore light and how it can alter affect the
result.

Close up of one of our beautiful dahlias with
soft morning light, the best time to photograph
flowers with nature light.

Always be ready! It was late afternoon, cloudy
after light rain. A shaft of warm light burst
through the clouds as smoke from a fire passed
through the background sky. I ran for the
camera and got 3 shots before it was gone.

I was flat on my stomach looking up into the
agapanthus with their brilliant blues against the
matching blue sky, when I took this.


